
 
 

 

Re: Gold Coast Airport Pty Ltd- Instrument Landing System 

Gold Coast Airports (GCA) have submitted a Major Development Plan (MDP) to install an Instrument 
Landing System (ILS) which will result in a new flight path over 60,000 residents and tourist areas 
comprising the iconic beaches and beach side suburbs of the Gold Coast, where no flight path 
previously existed.  
 
Currently incoming air traffic flies a curved approach (RNP and visual) over the ocean and crosses land 
at Currumbin, some 4km from the Airport. The stated sole purpose of the installation of the ILS, as 
detailed in the draft MDP, is to reduce the adverse weather related diversion rate, brought on by low 
visibility, due to reliance on visual approaches only at the Airport. GCA and Airservices Australia have 
repeatedly stated that the airport is operating safely without and ILS. 
 
The draft MDP and supporting documents state the following: 
 

x Since October 2010 there has been an average of 50 diversions per annum  
x An average of 50 flights, or 8,000 passengers a year, are diverted from Gold Coast Airport to 

alternative destinations due to adverse weather 
x Diversions cost airlines an estimated $50,000 per flight for a total of $2.5 million per annum 

In fact: 

x There were 13 diversions in 2014, precise weather details not known. 
x Between 20 January and 11 February 2015 there were 23 flights diverted from Gold Coast 

Airport to Brisbane Airport due to thunderstorms or visibility less than 1000m.  Landing is 
not possible during thunderstorms and the minimum visibility required for ILS is 1500m, as 
such, the proposed new ILS would not have avoided these diversions. 

x It is unknown whether the diversions were from runway 14 or 32. The ILS is only proposed 
for runway 14. 

x There have been no more weather related diversions since February 2015. 
x The ILS may prevent between one and four diversions per year – see attached spreadsheet 
x Using the Airport’s figures  above, the ILS would assist up to 640 passengers per annum. 

In summary, GCA has made application to place a new flight path over the iconic beaches of the Gold 
Coast, some 60,000 residents, Australian and overseas tourists to avoid up to four planes each year 
being diverted to Brisbane, a one hour bus trip away. 

As there is a huge cost to the Gold Coast Community and minimal benefit to the GCA, the airlines and 
travelling public by the installation of an ILS we urge you to do all in your power to ensure that the ILS 
and new flight path are not approved.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries regarding the attached information. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael Renison  

President, Gold Coast Lifestyle Association Incorporated  

Mike


